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[Preamble

The challenge of global sustainability …

The international programs and goals: Millennium Declaration, MDGs, Rio+20, SDGs, ... 

The importance of global sustainability research as a basis for evidence and knowledge-based decision making  …

EO as a basis for research …

GEO and GEOSS's contribution

The workshop ...]  

Realizing that ... [this is where sense of urgency should be expressed]

· Humanity is challenged by …

· Earth is changing …

· Humanity is the dominating factor in the Earth system shaping the Earth's surface, changing the chemistry of atmosphere, ocean, and soils, reducing biodiversity, and modifying mass cycles,   

· the impact of humanity of the planet is rapidly increasing;

· Earth observations are crucial for the research needed to understand the requirements of global sustainability,

Recognizing that ... [this is the response to the above-stated sense of urgency]

· the global community has agreed on need for sustainable development, poverty eradication, …. (examples to support),

· has set itself goals that would improve the wellbeing of many (MDGs, SDGs, Global Goals, etc),

· major research effort are underway to provide the knowledge required for decision making that would bring humanity closer to sustainability [role of research groups and  scientific organizations];

· frameworks such as UNCCD, CBD, UNFCCC, etc, have been established by the UN;

· the governments of the member countries of GEO have agree to work towards coordinated Earth observations systems [role of governments]

Leveraging the  contributions of GEO  Participating Organizations  and the general GEO Community [synergistic collaboration using GEO framework]

· Research groups and  scientific organizations ,

· UN agencies,

We, the participants of the 2nd GEOSS Science and Technology Stakeholder Workshop “...” state  the need that  ... [call for action]

· Investments in the dissemination and utilization of EO products for societal benefit and in the continued provision of sustained EO from satellite, airborne and in-situ systems
· Efforts be made to develop a sense of ownership amongst the users for the GEOSS Targets, with a strengthened role for the CoPs, as an important component of the annual work plan process 
· GEO members and POs adhere to Data Sharing Principles (broad and open access to data and information) based on open standards for interoperability
· a focus be on the provision of knowledge, through products and decision support tools and related capacity building among end-users so they can use them to promote human well-being ; 

· stronger involvement of the users, international science programmes, policy and decision makers and industry in the entire workflow of the development of knowledge and products be developed;
· GEO offers its infrastructure for data management to the international science programmes (Future Earth) and they in turn register their data in GEOSS
· different types of interfaces for policymakers, decision makers and the public in general be acknowledged;
GEO develop white papers on the potential for clustering of SBA and Tasks (e.g. Blue Planet) to maximize synergy, address sustainability issues (e.g. water-energy-food) and other cross-cutting issues such as socio-economics and human dimensions
capacity building and development of new and existing capacity with respect to the use of knowledge in evidence-based management for both providers and users of EO ;

· 

· a broader spectrum of expertise be brought into the development of GEOSS, including  social scientists, 
· emerging technologies providing global access to Earth observations and derived knowledge be considered in the development of GEOSS;

· contributions from commercial companies be considered, where appropriate, to utilize benefits of Earth observations.

�What does this last part mean?!





